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that the time is not right at this point to continue with adding
more checkoffs at this p oint in time because our farmers are
having a difficult time. F ertilizer, chemicals, all of t he
inputs are up. The cost of production is great and the benefit
margins ar e l o w . We h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y at so me p o i n t i n t i me
to come back again, even if we do an emergency clause next year,
and we' ll have plenty of time to look at this issue. At this
point, I' ll turn the time back to the floor. Thank you .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator McDonald. Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the bod y .
I 'm go i n g t o r i se t o opp o s e t h e b r a c ke t m o t i o n f o r so me o f t he
same reasons that have been addressed b e fore m e , so I'm not
going to go o ver those, but I think most of you are aware of
what we ' r e t a l k i ng a b o u t . Th e r e ' s t a l k a b o u t p u b l i c mon e y
should go in to pr ovide for ethanol production because public
u sed i t . We l l , a s a ma t t e r o f f a c t , p ub l i c mo n e y do es go i n t o
i t . I t's been de monstrated e a rlier t h ere are a numbe r
of...there are a n umber o f programs avai lable wh en ethanol
plants are bu i lt, so the r e is public money going into these
p lant s a n d w e h a v e t o r em e mber t h a t . On e o f t h e qu e st i o n s t ha t
I have, an d I don 't know, is Senator Schrock here? Senator
Schrock, cc ~ld I ask you a question?

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Schrock, would you yield

SENATOR SCHROCK: Ye s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Senator Schrock, you know, we' ve been talking
about the am ount of funds that are available until, what, 2004
to 2 00 6 i f p l a n t s ar e bu i l t ?

SENATOR SCHROCK: That's correct.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Now i s t h a t b a se d o n t he n um be r o f p l an t s t h a t
a re projected, or the number of plants that are out there no w ?
And your guess...best guess, will there be more plants built?

SENATOR SCHROCK: Senat or Vrtiska, the chart tha I' ve passed
out projects where the EPIC Fund is. For example, if w e have
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